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Literary Argument Essay:
Steps in writing a literary argument essay
 Choose a topic – a short story, a novel, movie, etc.
 Take a position on a debatable issue that reasonable people do not agree
 Do not take a factual position – it must be  a discussable position
 Your topic should be interesting 
 Write down your thesis statement first
 Consider your audience
 Your thesis should be debatable, so not everyone will agree with you
 Try to refute or disprove the rebuttal or opposing arguments
 Support your argument with references from the text itself
 Use clear reasoning, compelling evidence, and strong refutation
 Keep a reasonable tone – talk to your readers not at them – don’t try to lecture or talk down to them
 Be fair and avoid bias 
 Avoid distorting evidence (misrepresentations)
 Avoid quoting out of context
 Avoid slanting – quoting only a part of a text that supports your case and ignore information that does not support your view.
 Avoid using unfair appeals (Logos, Ethos, Pathos) that only support your view
 Use visuals – pictures, drawings, diagrams and the like as evidence when necessary Notice in the following paragraph how a student refutes the argument that Homer Barron, a character in William Faulkner’s short story “A Rose for Emily,” is gay. 



Opposing Argument:

A number of critics have suggested that
Homer Barron, Miss Emily’s suitor, is gay. Certainly, there is some evidence in the story to support this 
interpretation. For example, the narrator points out that Homer “liked the company of men” (Faulkner 000) and that he was not “a marrying man” (Faulkner 000). In addition, the narrator describes Homer as wearing yellow gloves when he took Emily for drives. 
According to the critic William Greenslade, in the 1890s yellow was associated with homosexuality (24).

Refutation: 
This evidence, however, does not 
establish that Homer is gay. During the 
nineteenth century, many men preferred
the company of other men (as many do 
today). This, in itself, did not mean they
were gay. Neither does the fact that 
Homer wore yellow gloves. According 
to the narrator, Homer was a man who 
liked to dress well. It is certainly 
possible that he wore these gloves to 
impress Miss Emily, a woman he was 
trying to attract.


Elements of Literary Argument:

• Introduction: The introduction should orient readers to the subject of your essay, presenting the issue you will discuss and explaining its significance.

• Thesis statement: 
In most literary arguments, you 
will present your thesis statement in your 
introduction. However, if you think your 
readers may not be familiar with the issue you are discussing (or if it is very controversial), you may want to postpone stating your thesis until later in the essay—possibly until after the background section.


• Background: 
In this section, you can survey 
critical opinion about your topic, perhaps 
pointing out the shortcomings of these 
approaches. You can also define key terms, review basic facts, or briefly summarize the plot of the work or works you will discuss.
• Arguments in support of your thesis: 
Here you present your assertions and the evidence to support them. It makes sense to move from least controversial to most controversial point or from most familiar to least familiar idea. In other words, you should begin with arguments that your readers are most likely to accept and then deal with those that require more discussion and more evidence.

• Refutation of opposing arguments: 
In a literary argument, you should summarize and refute the most obvious arguments against your thesis. If you do not address these opposing arguments, doubts about your position will remain in your readers’ minds. If the opposing arguments are relatively weak, refute them after you have presented your own arguments. However, if the opposing arguments are strong, concede their strengths and discuss their limitations before you present your own arguments.

• Conclusion: 

Your conclusion will often restate 
your thesis as well as the major arguments you have made in support of it. Your conclusion can also summarize key points, remind readers of the weaknesses of opposing arguments, or underscore the logic of your position. Many writers like to end their essays with a strong last line—for example, a quotation or memorable 
statement that they hope will stay with readers after they finish the essay

